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What is Section 
504? 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is 
a federal law that requires public schools to 
provide necessary accommodations to 
students with qualifying disabilities in 
order to ensure equal access to the edu-
cational environment.     

A medical diagnosis, alone, is insufficient to 
qualify a student as disabled under Section 
504.  Instead, a Section 504 team meeting 
must be convened and your student must 
be evaluated, in order to determine whether 
a student, in fact, has a qualifying disability 
under Section 504.   

In evaluating your student, a team of knowl-
edgeable individuals will consider whether the 
student has a physical or mental impair-
ment that substantially limits one or more 
major life activities, without regard to the 
ameliorative effects of any mitigating 
measures.  

A few examples of physical impairments that 
may result in Section 504 eligibility are: 

• Diabetes 

• Severe Asthma or Allergies  

• Mobility difficulties due to an anatomical 
difference or loss 

• Hearing or Vision impairments  

A few examples of mental impairments that 
may result in Section 504 eligibility are: 

• Anxiety Disorder 

• Depression 

• Attention Deficit/Hyperactive Disorder 

• Central Auditory Processing Disorder  

 

1. Referral:  

IUSD has the responsibility to ensure that students 

who may be eligible under Section 504 are evaluated.  

However, Parents/Guardians are invited to refer their 

student to the 504 process if they believe that their 

student has a physical or mental impairment that sub-

stantially limits one or more major life activities. Each 

school has a 504 Coordinator who will facilitate the 
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